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Background

The World Conference against Racism, Racial Dis-
crimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance, 
held in Durban in 2001 reiterated that the slave 
trade and slavery were and are a crime against 
humanity. The Conference adopted a Declaration 
and a Programme of Action proposing concrete 
measures to fight against these evils, particularly 
manifest against people of African descent. In 
December 2014, the United Nations (UN) General 
Assembly (GA) through Resolution 68/237, pro-
claimed the International Decade for People of 
African Descent (2015-24). The main objective of 
the Decade is to reinforce the actions and measures 
securing the full enjoyment of the economic, 
social, cultural, civil and political rights of people 
of African descent, and their full and equal par-
ticipation in society. It also seeks to contribute to 
greater knowledge, appreciation and respect for 
people of African descent and their contributions 
to the economic, social, intellectual, cultural and 
ethical development of humanity.

These and other efforts notwithstanding, racism 
inherited from slavery, colonialism and apart-
heid persists today in the structural, interper-
sonal and institutional discrimination as well as 
microaggressions that people of African descent 
face in politics, the economy and broader society. 
Systemic racism is often enabled by and embedded 
in development, defence, economic, fiscal and 

environmental policies. The net effect is to prolong 
cycles of inequality, poverty and injustice expe-
rienced by Africans and Afro-descendants. The 
relative lack of social recognition and appreciation 
of our histories, heritage and cultures, combined 
with negative representations of people of African 
descent in education curricula, national culture 
and the media, perpetuate the prejudices initiated 
during slavery, colonial rule and apartheid. The 
global protests triggered by the murder of George 
Floyd by Minneapolis police officers in the United 
States dramatised this fact. Africans and Afro-de-
scendants took to the streets in many parts of the 
world, both in solidarity with American protests 
denouncing police brutality and racial inequality 
as well as to highlight their own experiences with 
abusive policing and structural inequality at home.

On May 29, African Union (AU) Chair, Moussa Faki 
Mahamat, issued a statement condemning the 
murder of George Floyd and recalling the Organ-
isation of African Unity (OAU)’s 1964 Resolution 
on Racial Discrimination in the United States of 
America (USA). Several African governments, 
political parties and civil society organisations also 
issued solidarity statements spotlighting racial 
discrimination and the legacy of colonisation and 
slavery highlighted by the killing of George Floyd. 
During its 43rd Session the UN Human Rights 
Council, the African Group, led by Burkina Faso, 
called for a debate on systemic racism and police 
brutality, and 2 proposed a resolution to address 
racism against persons of African descent by 
law enforcement agencies. The resolution, which 
compels the UN High Commissioner for Human 
Rights to report on systemic racism and police 
violence was adopted, bringing the USA under the 
Council’s scrutiny for the first time.
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Rationale 

After five years of the Decade of Persons of African 
Descent, traction at the State level remains 
low. However, the COVID-19 pandemic and the 
murder of George Floyd have helped to expose 
the unchanged relegation of Black people to the 
bottom of the social ladder and the egregious 
violence directed at Black bodies. With four more 
years to go before the end of the Decade, there is 
scope to turn the situation around, re-prioritise the 
Decade and use it to achieve meaningful change. 
Africans and persons of African descent collec-
tively can harness the Decade affords to hold gov-
ernments accountable at local, national, regional 
and international levels. It is an opportune moment 
to do so as decision-makers around the world are 
pressured to meaningfully respond to demands for 
racial justice.

In line with the momentum created by global con-
versations on systemic racism and reparations 
for slavery, colonisation and apartheid, the AU 
Commission (AUC), the Pan-African Parliament, 
the African Commission on Human and People’s 
Rights (ACHPR), policymakers as well as civic 
thought leaders and activists, on the continent 
and beyond, will co-host a series of webinars (the 
Global Anti-Black Racism Solidarity Series). The 
webinars will explore contemporary anti-Black 
racism and systemic inequality’s implications for 
law enforcement and foreign policy in Africa, the 
Caribbean, Europe, the Middle East and the US.

The African Diaspora is officially the AU’s sixth 
region, defined as ‘consisting of people of African 
origin living outside the continent, irrespective of 
their citizenship and nationality and who are willing 
to contribute to the development of the continent 
and the building of the AU.’ In this regard, the 
AUC Chair’s statement in response to the murder 
of George Floyd was the first statement of its kind 
in a long time by the AU, despite a long line of 
extrajudicial executions of Black men, women, 
and children by police officers in the US, Europe, 
Africa and elsewhere. It is crucial to engage AU 
officials, African and UN special mandate holders, 
policymakers, thought leaders and activists on 
strengthening global solidarity around institutional 
racism and police brutality directed at Africans 
and Afro-descendants.

Further, the current willingness to organise against 
racial discrimination by African States creates a 
unique opportunity for trans-continental and inter-
generational conversations involving multilateral 
institutions, African leaders and partner organ-
isations on the need for reparative and restor-
ative justice for racist violence committed during 
slavery, colonisation and apartheid. This will build 
on existing advocacy for Western, former slave-
holding and colonial powers to grant reparations 
and other remedies for past and on-going abuses 
and guarantee non-repetition moving forward.

The webinars will demonstrate the imperative of 
justice and repair for past slavery-era, colonial and 
apartheid abuses. They will interrogate the legacy 
of African colonisation and contemporary impli-
cations for human rights, economic development 
and social justice. The webinars aim to demon-
strate the connections between anti-Black racism, 
policing and foreign policy around the world.
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Description

The webinars will discuss the lasting structural 
impacts of slavery-era, colonialism and apartheid 
on contemporary legislation, policies and prac-
tices designed to protect former colonial powers’ 
economic and other interests at the expense of the 
rights, economic development and social progress 
of Africans and persons of African descent across 
the globe.

Panellists will provide the audience with ideas and 
strategies on how policymakers and movements 
could and should address contemporary inequality 
affecting Africans and people of African descent. 
Presenters will highlight recent efforts by local and 
international organisations to address structural 
racism.

The webinars will provide proposals on reparative 
and restorative justice for slavery, colonialism, 
apartheid and current manifestations of struc-
tural racism in Africa, Latin America, the Carib-
bean, Europe, the Middle East and the Asia-Pacific 
regions.



Outcomes

Structure

Panellists

Simultaneous Translation

Technical Support and Backstopping

1. Advocacy for the adoption and implementation 

of national, regional and international legal 

frameworks according to the Durban Declaration 
and Programme of Action and the International 
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 
Racial Discrimination.

2. Renewed advocacy for States to implement laws, 

policies and practices addressing racism and 

structural discrimination against people of African 

descent.

3. Shared strategies for reparative and restorative 

justice for slavery, colonialism and apartheid 

(including reparations and restitution).

4. Trans-continental solidarity campaigns on anti-

Black racism in policing and foreign policy.

Each of the four webinars will run for three hours, addressing these 

themes:

1. Seizing the Momentum: opportunities and 

challenges for the global anti-Black racism 

movement.

2. Spotlighting Case Studies and experiences from 
across the globe.

3. Sustaining International Solidarity: contextual 

perspectives from the different regions.

4. Multilateral Opportunities: reflections on progress 

on and challenges for the Decade on Persons of 

African Descent (PAD).

1. AU organs and institutions.

2. Organised Afro-Descendants campaigning for 

racial justice in the different regions, including the 

global Pan-African Movement.

3. Policymakers.

4. Thought leaders and activists from across the 

regions.

5. Traditional and faith leaders.

6. Private sector organisations representing Africans 

and Afro-descendants.

7. Artists, creatives and activists.

The Webinars will be conducted in English, French, Spanish and 

Portuguese with simultaneous interpretation.

Logistical, technical and other support and backstopping will be 

provided by Human Rights Watch (HRW) and the Open Society 

Foundations (OSF).

Objectives

1. Support domestic advocacy efforts by highlighting 

the historical and contemporary connections 

between anti-Black racism across the world.

2. Provide a platform for global discussions emerging 

from and tabled by Afro-descendants and African 

constituencies ourselves.

3. Encourage additional AU actions to tackle issues 

facing its sixth region (the Diaspora) and African 

countries still living with the legacies of slavery, 

colonialism and apartheid.

4. Build organising capacities and reinforce solidarity 

between and amongst African, African migrant 

and Afro-descendant populations across the 

globe.

5. Build a multi-stakeholder agenda to facilitate 

effective engagement with the Decade process at 

the UN and AU levels.

The overall objectives of the webinar series are to:

>


